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2 Strabo XIll 1, 54 C608

6 yoOv AploTotéAng TV £avtod Oo@pdotw Tapédwkev, Mmep Kai THV oYOANV &méAime,
Tp&OTO¢ WV iopev ovvayaywv PipAia kai d1dd€ag tovg €v Alyomrw PaciAéac PifAtobrikng
ovvtaiy.

At any rate, Aristotle bequeathed his own library to Theophrastus, to whom he also left his
school; and he is the first man, so far as I know, to have collected books and to have taught
the kings in Egypt how to arrange a library.



3 Athenaeus, Deipnosophistae | 3a

(...) mavtag tovg €ml cuvaywyi tebavpacuévoug, MoAvkpdtny te Tov Tdptov Kai Mesiotpatov
OV Abnvaiwv tupavvioavta EOkAeldnv te tOV kol avtov AOnvaiov kai NiKOKpdTtnv TOV
Kompilov €tt te tovg Mepydpov PaciAéag EOpmidnv te tOV MmOtV 'APIOTOTEANV TE TOV
@1\dooov <kai Bedppactov> kai TOV T& TouTwv Satnpoavta PipAla NnAéa: nap’ o mévra,
onoi, mpiduevog 0 Muedandg Pacidevg Ttolepaiog, ®Addedpog O¢ €mikAny, peta TOV
ABvNOev kal TV &md Pédov €ig TV KaArv AAeEGvdpeiav yethyaye.

(...) all who have been celebrated for their large libraries, including Polycrates of Samos,
Peisistratus the tyrant of Athens, Eucleides, likewise an Athenian, Nicocrates of Cyprus, the
kings of Pergamum, Euripides the poet, Aristotle the philosopher, Theophrastus, and
Neleus, who preserved the books of the two last named. From Neleus, he says, our king
Ptolemy, surnamed Philadelphos, purchased them all and transferred them with those
which he had procured at Athens and at Rhodes to his beautiful capital, Alexandria.

4 Aristeae epistula ad Philocratem 9

Kataotabeic émt tig t00 PBaciAéwg PipAodrkng Anuntpiog 0 dainpelg éxpnuatiodn moAAa
didpopa mpdg O cuvayayelv, €l duvatdv, dnavta Ta kKatd TV oikovpévnv PifAia kol
TOLOVHEVOG AYOPAGHOUG KAl HETAYPAPAG €l TEAOG Flyayev, Goov €@’ €xuT®, TNV ToU PactAéwg
npoOesLY.

Demetrius of Phalerum, the president of the king’s library, received vast sums of money,
for the purpose of collecting together, as far as he possibly could, all the books in the
world. By means of purchase and transcription, he carried out, to the best of his ability, the
purpose of the king.

5 Strabo XVII 1, 8 C794

TV 8¢ Pacileiwv uépog éoti kai td Movaeiov, £xov mepinatov kai é€€5pav kai oikov uéyav év
@ 1O 6VCGITIOV T@V pETEXSVTWY ToD Movoeiov PIAoASYwv &vSp@v. €ott 8¢ Tfi ouvédw tavty
Kal XpRHATa KOwvd Kal 1pedg O €ml T@ Movoelw TeTayuévog TOTe YEV UTIO TOV PactAéwy viv §
Umo Kaicapog.

The Museum is also part of the royal palaces; it has a public walk, an exedra with seats,
and a large house, in which is the common mess-hall of the men of learning who share the
Museum. This group of men not only hold property in common, but also have a priest in
charge of the Museum, who formerly was appointed by the kings, but is now appointed by
Caesar.



6 Suda s.v. KaAAipayog

KaAAipayxog, vidg Battov kai Meodtuag, Kupnvaiog, ypappatikdg, padnrg Eppokpdtouvg tol
TAGEWG, YPAUHUATIKOD YAUETNV E0XNKWS TNV EV@pETov tod Tupakovsiov Buyatépa. adeA@rig
8¢ avtob maig v O véog KaAAipaxog, 6 ypdpag mepi viowv &t éndv. oltw 8¢ yéyovev
¢mueléotatog, wg ypdpar uév morjuata €i¢ ndv pétpov, ouvvtaar d¢ kal kataloyddnv
mAgiota. kai éotiv aUT@ T yeypauuéva PipAia Omép t& dktakooiar émi 8¢ TV Xpdvwv AV
MtoAepaiov tod d1AadéA@ov. Tpiv 8¢ cvotadii T@ PactAel, ypdupata £didackev év EAgvoivt,
KwuLdpiw thc Ale€avdpelac. kal mapéteive uéxpt to0 Edepyétouv kAnbévrog Ttolepaiov,
dAvumddog 8¢ prl, g katd o debtepov éTog 6 Ebepyéng MroAeuaioc fpéato tfig PaciAeiag.
OV 8¢ avtol PipAiwv oti kai tabtar ‘Tod¢ d@i€ig, Teuéln, "Apyoug oikiopdg, Apkadic,
TAalkog, 'EAmideg, catvpika dpduata, tpaywdiol, kwuwdial, péAn, "1fog (Eott 8¢ moinua
g¢mrtetndevpévov €ig dodgeiav kai Aowdoplav, €ic tiva “IPov, yevduevov £€xOpodv Tod
KaAAtudyouv: Av 8¢ obtog AmoAAdVIog, 6 ypdag té Apyovautikd) Moveegiov, MMivakeg T@V &v
ndon mondeiq Sradappdvrwy, kai GV cuvéypapav, év PipAioig k kal p, Mivaé kai dvaypaet
TOV KaTtd Xpdvoug Kal &1 dpxfig yevouévwy didackdAwv, Miva& tdv Anpokpdtovg YAwoo®v
Kal GLUVTAYUATWY, Mnv@OV Ttpoonyopiot kata €0vog kal moAelg, Ktioelg vijowv kol mOAewv Kai
yetovouaoial, Mept tOV €v Ebpwnn motaudv, Mept tOv €v Tedomovvhow kol ‘TtaAiq
Bavpaciwv kal tapaddwv, Tept yetovopasiag ixbvwv, Tept avéuwy, Mepi dpvéwv, Tept T@OV
€V Tf] OIKOUUEVN TOTAU®DV, OAVUATWY TV EI¢ ATAGAV TV YAV KATA TOTOUS GVTWVY GUVAYWYH.

Son of Battus and Mesatma, of Cyrene. Grammarian. A pupil of Hermocrates of lasus, a
grammarian. He married the daughter of Euphrates of Syracuse; his sister’s son was the
younger Callimachus, who wrote on islands in epic verse. He was so diligent that he wrote
poems in every metre, and compiled very many works in prose; in fact, he wrote more
than 800 books. He lived in the time of Ptolemy Philadelphos. Before he became connected
with the king, he taught grammar in Eleusis, a small village in Alexandria. He survived
until Ptolemy, called Euergetes, in the 127th Olympiad, in the second year of which
Ptolemy Euergetes’ reign commenced. His books are as follows: The Coming of Io; Semele;
The Founding of Argos; Arcadia; Glaucus; Hopes; satyr plays; tragedies; comedies; lyric
poems; Ibus (this is a poem deliberately made obscure and abusive, addressed to one Ibus,
who was an enemy of Callimachus: he was in fact Apollonius, who wrote the Argonautica);
Museum; Tables of Men Distinguished in Every Branch of Learning, and their Works (in
120 books); Table and Description of Teachers in Chronological Order from the Beginning;
Table of Democrates’ Rare Words and Compositions; Names of the Months by Nation and
City; Foundations of Islands and Cities, and their Changes of Name; On the Rivers in
Europe; On Astonishing and Paradoxical Things in the Peloponnese and Italy; On the
Changes in the Names of Fish; On Winds; On Birds; On Rivers in the Inhabited World;
Collection of Marvels in the Whole World, Organised by Place.



7 Rolls with identifying tabs

3.1 Line drawing of a relief of the Roman period showing rolls, most with
identifying tabs, stacked on a shelf in three levels.

(from L. Casson, Libraries in the Ancient World,
Yale University Press, New Haven & London 2001, p. 39)

8/1 Alexandria at the time of Ptolemy |

(from the movie Alexander by Oliver Stone, © Warner Bros. Entertainment)



8/2 The library of Alexandria

(from the movie Alexander by Oliver Stone, © Warner Bros. Entertainment 2004)



